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ESA facts and figures 

ÁOver 50 years of experience 

ÁOver 80 satellites designed,  

tested and operated in flight 

ÁAbout 2300 staff 

ÁEight sites/facilities in Europe 

Á22 Member States 



Activities 

ESA is one of the few space agencies in 

the world to combine responsibility in 

nearly all areas of space activity.   

 

* Space science is a Mandatory programme,  

all Member States contribute to it according  

to GNP. All other programmes are Optional,  
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space science 

telecommunications 

human spaceflight exploration 

earth observation launchers navigation 

operations technology 



ESA Member States 

ESA has 22 Member States: 20 states of the 
EU (AT, BE, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, FR, IT, GR, 
HU, IE, LU, NL, PT, PL, RO, SE, UK) plus 
Norway and Switzerland. 
 

Seven other EU states have Cooperation 
Agreements with ESA: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta and Slovakia. Discussions are 
ongoing with Croatia. 
 
Slovenia is an Associate Member. 

Canada takes part in some programmes under 
a long-standing Cooperation Agreement. 



ESA budget for 2017: by domain 

 

Budget 2017  
5.75 B ú 

Bú: Billion Euro  

Mú: Million Euro  

*includes programmes 
implemented for other 
institutional partners  

Navigation *  
17.6%, 1,010.8 M ú 

Space Science  
8.9%, 513.1 M ú 

Human Spaceflight  
& Robotic Exploration  
11.0%, 633.0 M ú 

Telecom & Integrated Applications *  
5.6%, 319.0 M ú 

Basic Activities  
4.1%, 234.8 M ú 

Associated with General Budget  
3.9%, 222.3 M ú 

Prodex  
0.8%, 47.2 M ú 

Technology Support *  
2.0%, 114.3 M ú 

Space Situational Awareness  
0.3%, 15.1 M ú 

European  Cooperating  
States  Agreements  
0.1%, 5.5 M ú 

Earth Observation *  
26.9%, 1,543.3 M ú 

Launchers *  
18.9%, 1,088.4 M ú 

A substantial part of 
EO budget comes 
from  EU and from 
Eumetsat  
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The prime objective of ESA Earth Observation Strategy is to help society to: 

V Observe: develop and provide the observations to better understand the complexity 
of our planet and monitor its health; 

V Understand: enable improved predictions of the physical interaction of society with 
the Earth system;  

V Decide: inform decision makers and citizens on scenarios and consequences of 
political and economic decisions regarding our home planet. 

 
The vision of ESA is to enable the maximum benefit of Earth observation for science, 
society and economic growth in Europe, served by European industry. 

ESA Earth Observation Strategy  

Ą  Facilitating access to EO data is essential to reach above objectives 
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